WALSINGHAM

The Priory of St, Mary the Virgin at Little Walsingham

Very little remains of what was once a centre of pilgrimage
second only to the shrine of St. Thomas a Becket in its
popularity. So many pilgrims thronged the roads to the shrine
of Our Lady at Walsingham that the Milky Way in the heavens
was called the Walsingham Way. The road from the south by
way of Newmarket and Fakenham is still called the Palmers'
Way ; on all routes were pilgrims' chapels, while the hospital
at Bee kept thirteen beds always ready for pilgrims. At the
Shoe House at Houghton-le-dale pilgrims cast off their shoes
before approaching the shrine. So rich was the shrine in gold,
silver and jewels that it was said, ' The three Kings be not so
rich as Our Lady of Walsingham.' From Henry III to Henry
VIII nearly every English king visited Walsingham with
prayers and gifts until its dissolution in 1538. Now only the
framework of the east front, the west gateway, part of the refec-
tory and two wishing-wells are standing*

The Augustinian Priory was founded in 1149, and its growth
was due to the wealth derived from offerings laid on the Virgin's
altar. It was believed that the wooden structure of the shrine
had been built by angels under the direction of the Virgin her-
self and was a copy of the Santa Casa in Nazareth, Later the
belief was accepted that the actual Santa Casa had been trans-
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